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Abstract
Keywords The relationship between the East and the West cannot be understood merely in
Orientalism, Edward  Said, teyms of geographical difference; it is deeply connected with knowledge,
Representation, Othering, Islam representation, power, culture, colonialism, identity, and the construction of
and the West, Power, Knowledge.  (jyilizational perceptions. This article examines Orientalism, particularly the

relationship between Islam and the West, through the critical framework of
Article History Edward W. Said. Said’s Orientalism (1978) demonstrates how the Orient was
Received: 01 June 2026 represented in Western academic, literary, cultural, and political discourse as the
Accepted: 23 August 2026 “Other,” often through binary oppositions between the West and the East, reason

Published: 29 September 2026 ;4 emotion, modernity and tradition, and civilization and backwardness. The
study explores how such representations contributed to the construction of a

Copyright @Author particular image of the East and how knowledge production became
. *

Corresponding Author: interconnected with institutional authority and power. Special attention is given

Prof. Dr. Rabia Sarfraz to the representation of Islam in Western discourse, where Islam has frequently

been treated as a homogeneous and politically charged entity despite the historical,
cultural, and social diversity of Muslim societies. The article also examines Said’s
Cowering Islam (1981), particularly its analysis of the role of media, experts, and
political discourse in shaping contemporary perceptions of Islam and the Muslim
world. Furthermore, the study discusses concepts such as Othering, essentialism,
representation, discourse, hegemony, and authority of representation. It also
acknowledges major criticisms of Said’s Orientalism and emphasizes the need for
a balanced and critically informed reading of his work. Finally, the article
considers the relevance of Said’s framework to Urdu literary studies, contemporary
media, digital Orientalism, and the question of selfrepresentation in the twenty-
first century.

o s S a3k il S e ) Sl ‘81 plnnd Jg) G Ra g (3 ke
o o s S am 358 il S Caa sl 2l Lasead Bl 5l ke 5 Gde” g niase |l S ]
o) s Glexin) (il (il o Sailar cale AL Gad aalldae 1S 38 S pa S Gore sl e v § s e
Goie S o S8l o o o) Cual (S g s (il o QS (S e S Gl il S O sal o0l
LS il oS (0 (ke Caa w3 @l seal (230 ) ol o) ale (e e 2 Db S by Dl (e saslly
=S e D e ST ) (S s ilae B e e o ) S Gk S

https://liberalreview.org/ | Sarfraz, 2026 | Page 640


https://doi.org/10.5281/zenodo.23118940

LIBERAL JOURNAL OF
LANGUAGE AND LITERATURE REVIE\X/‘/’”/'

iz~

> >
=

ISSN (Online): ISSN (Print):
byt | ooyl Volume 5, Issue 7 September, 2026

ElE (e 61978 ~tiye L Orientalism <US S o « = (Edward W. Said) dwm 35530 ob S 30 & Jalie o 5
S e by Sl (e allae S e (3 e sl lalllas (JE 08 o) cilallae (SLabl 68 anle Gl am ) s
Cane Gladlaal ol a3 ) (ale G5 (O Dladlaial U1 aa 50 il e ) (e 8 S LRI s
U pai gl LS paie sk S Orient 5S Gode s) Occident AS) S Gl i) 5 Goraii) e aundl (S 58
L8 LS CGhy S W Other b 1w Ly sk ool sl dela sy Ul 58 (e nS o g alinse il SO
dadie = osdlad = a Spen gy «bida =0y Cudaa B Jie = Bl T oy ke = ann
g Suii=oy G =
Gidae S o) oo dald (e @-MJS el S S8 (B i) awdi AU L binary opposition s <SS =S dea sy
“E " pasaia Sl mpd S Saila JE )5l i o) e WS LS (G il p3 Cpea S (30 ke
SuSes s Jele g Jlaale s e )b S EE T S o o Dl ool € QIS (S ey g JSE
LS Al oS Sl gan Sl s bl st ul S )l S LS lay
“Orientalism is a way of coming to terms with the Orient that is based on the Orient’s special place in
European Western experience”.(1)
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“The Orient is not only adjacent to Europe; it is also the place of Europe’s greatest and richest and oldest
colonies, the source of its civilizations and languages, its cultural contestant, and one of its deepest and
most recurring images of the Other”.(2)
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“The relationship between Occident and Orient is a relationship of power, of domination, of varying
degrees of a complex hegemony”.(3)
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“Orientalism is a style of thought based upon an ontological and epistemological distinction made between
‘the Orient’ and ‘the Occident’’(4)
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“Orientalism is a manner of regularized writing, vision, and study dominated by imperatives, perspectives,
and ideological biases ostensibly suited to the Orient”.(5)
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“Islam is not a single, monolithic entity, but a complex and varied phenomenon”.(6)
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